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Animal Pollinators: Seed Spreaders in the Sky

Pollination is a process that helps plants grow new life. It happens when pollen
moves from one flower to another. Pollen is a fine yellow dust found in the middle of
flowers, When pollination takes place, the plant con make seeds. These seeds can grow

into fruits or new plants

Foltnotor diogrom

Plants cannot move, so they need help
spreading pollen. Many animals help with this
important job. These animals are called
pollinators. Bees are some of the best
pollinators. Butterflies, hummingbirds, and
even bats also help with polliination

Bees visit flowers to drink nectar, a sweet
liquid inside flowers. As they do, pollen sticks
to their fuzzy bodies. When they move to the
next flower, some pollen rubs off. This helps
the new flower become pollinated. Butterflies
also carry pollen as they fly from flower to
flower. Their long tongues reach into the

PLANT & ANIMAL LIFE CYCLES

Teamwork: Partners in the Wild

Meerkats are small desert animals known for their teamwork. They live in
groups called mobs, which are like families. These mobs work together to
survive the harsh desert.

Each mob is led by a dominant pair—the mother and father. They are the
only ones who have babies, The rest of the mob helps raise the pups. Some
meerkats stay behind to babysit while others go foraging for food. When they
find food, they bring it back to share with the young meerkats

While some search for food, one
meerkat takes on a very important
job: the sentry. This meerkat climbs
to a high point and watches for
predators, like hawks, snakes, or
jackals. If the sentry sees something
scary, it calls out @ warning. Right
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Carried Away: How Seeds Travel
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8. What is a good title for the table?

9. What four things does the table show?
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ASK AND ANSWER QUESTIONS

1. How do dandelion seeds move to new places?

WORD MEANINGS/CONTEXT CLUES

11. Underline the word travel in the first p:

Carried Away:

How Seeds Travel
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2. Write two questions that are answered in the text.
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Comprehension question sets
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Have you ever seen a dandelion puff blowing in the wind? That puff is made of i the wind? That puff is made of tiny seeds, and each
tiny seeds, and each one is ready to grow into a new plant. Plants cannot walk, so one is read\,{ to grow into a new plant. Plants cannot
their seeds must find other ways to move, or travel, to new places. This helps plants - walk, s their seeds must find other ways to move,
12. Underlin: grow in many different spots. or travel, to new places. This helps plants grow in
means. = many different spots.

Some seeds use the wind. These seeds are light and have
special parts that let them float. Dandelion seeds have soft,
white fluff. The wind catches them and carries them far away.
Maple seeds spin like little helicopters. They fall and spin until
they land in a new place.

Some seeds use the wind. These seeds are light
and have special parts that let them float. Dandelion
seeds have soft, white fluff. The wind catches them
and carries them far away. Maple seeds spin like
little helicopters. They fall and spin until they land in
a new place.

O—=

Squirrels corry seeds.
Other seeds use water. These seeds float, like little boats. A coconut seed can float
across the ocean! It finds a new beach and starts growing there.

ite them

Other seeds use water. These seeds float, like

. ) . . little boats. A coconut seed can float across the
Animals help too. Some seeds have prickly hooks. These hooks can stick to animal

ocean! It finds a new beach and starts growing

fur. They attach like tiny burrs. When the animal walks, it carries the seed with it. aces. oty
Later, the seed falls off in a new place.
Animals help too. Some seeds have prickly

Some animals eat fruit with seeds inside. After eating, the animal walks away. hooks like tiny needles. These hooks can stick to
Then it drops the seeds in its poop. This might sound gross, but it helps plants! The animal fur. They attach
seeds land in rich soil and start to grow. like tiny burrs. When the “

Even people help. Seeds can WAYS SEEDS | HOW IT
stick to our clothes or shoes. We TRAVEL WORKS  EXAMPLE RUSTRATION Some animals eat fruit with seeds inside. After Word Bank
walk and move the seeds without i blown through . ; 5 5 /?f eating, the animal walks away. Then it drops the Use context clues to help you write the meaning.
even knowing it. it the air ondeflon, maple:| “ seeds in its poop. This might sound gross, but it ravel

oat St g helps plants! The seeds land in rich soil and start lo

Seeds need sunlight, water, Wter | toonewplace O™ c grow.

and space to grow. If they all [ - - i i
: . y { Even people help. Seeds can stick to our clothes prickly
stayed in one spot, they would Aokeed e (G 5 e or shoes. We walk and move the seeds without
not get what they need. That’s Carried even knowing it
why it is so important for seeds to people D,’('}f’:,f“ bt or0ss seadd attach
travel. Toblc 1 How Sceds Travel WAYS SEEDS TRAVEL
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Next time you go outside, look around. Can you find a prickly seed? Can you see n WORKS {“"“""‘““‘ ALUTRATION. o j

seeds that can float? Nature has clever ways to help seeds move. These smart tricks s (SO | gonanon, mopte % Highlight and wiite the answers from the text.

help new plants grow all over the world! what type of seeds spin like little

helicopters?
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[ T What do seeds need to grow?

What type of What do seeds What does the What type of Seeds need sunlight, water, and space to grow. If
seeds spin like need to grow? table show? seed can move they all stayed in one spot, they would not get what
helicopters? across the ocean? they need. That's why it is so important for seeds to

travel -

rocd

T v T @oe T What does the table show?

ARTICLE FORMAT E=
READER FORMAT

Next time you go outside, look around. Can you
find a prickly seed? Can you see seeds that can
float? Nature has clever ways to help seeds move.
These smart tricks help new plants grow all over the
world!
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SUPPORT ALL STUDENTS

| Matching question sets across levels

| Easily hold whole group discussions
even if students read at different levels

Plants: Nature’s Medicine

Plants are more than just food and pretty
flowers. Some plants have special powers
that help people feel better when they're
sick. For many years, people used plants to

Healing Plants

Today, scientists still search for healing
plants in jungles, forests, and fields. When
they find one, they test it in labs to see if it is
safe and helpful. Then they turn it into pills or

heal the body and fight disease. liquid medicine.

Lon PLANTS & ANIMALS A
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[~ How are plants prepared before
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gD (‘. they are made into medicine?
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@ 350-450L A 450-550L 4P 550-650L
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PNt & AMMAE s READING LEVEL RANGES:

Teamwork: Partners in the Wild

e it Bt e @ 350-450L A 450-550L 4 550-650L
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groups a ra lika rlnca familinc Maarkate 11ca tanmunrele to ot onfa find ) -
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g o St ts iR eerkats are small desert animals known for their teamwork. They live in
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tvgr?ier?gtrt when|| survive the harsh desert. Grade level Lexile Ol“.ln as DRA
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home fro|[ fordang{| find food, they bring it back to share with the young meerkats.
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meerkat nf Meerk defend it. Territory is very important because it helps the mob find food and 3|'d 520 730 N 30

SURIVE places to dig burrows.
Even though meerkats can be tough, they also show kindness to each 3rd 520'770 O 34
other. They groom one another by cleaning fur and removing bugs or dirt.
This helps them stay clean and build strong friendships.
= Meerkats are small, but their teamwork helps them survive the dangers of

Who lead: desert life.

meerkat 1
P=) Pomeo) Plm) ) mmeo) (\ Text-dependent questions

Who leads the What job does the How do meerkats Why do meerkats
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FLEXIBLE MULTI-USE RESOURCES

PLANTS & ANIMALS ®

»

| READERS FOR SMALL GROUP
INSTRUCTION

| ARTICLES FOR WHOLE GROUP

CLOSE READING LESSONS

Teamwork: PartnersiathalAfild

Nmo______ PLANT & ANIMAL LIFE CYCLES &

Meerkats are small desert animals known Name

groups called mobs, which are like families. T|
survive the harsh desert.

find food, they bring it back to share with the|

A . N Have you ever seen a dandelion puff blowing in the wind? That puff is made of

Each mob is led by a dominant pair—the nf [ 4, seeds, and each one is ready to grow into @ new plant. Plants cannot walk, so
only ones who have babies. The rest of the m their seeds must find other ways to move, or travel, to new places. This helps plants
meerkats stay behind to babysit while others| grow in many different spots.
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Carried Away: How Seeds Travel

Some seeds use the wind. These seeds are light and have
| parts that let them float. Dandelion seeds have soft,
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luff. The wind catches them and carries them far away.
seeds spin like little helicopters. They fall and spin until

Animal Pollinators: Seed Spreadersin th

Pollination is a process that helps plants grow new life. It happeng
moves from one flower to another. Pollen is a fine yellow dust found
flowers. When pollination takes place, the plant can make seeds. The
into fruits or new plants.

Plants cannot move, sof

pollinators. Bees are som:
pollinators. Butterflies, hur]

liquid inside flowers. As thq
to their fuzzy bodies. Whei

Poltnator diogram flower. Their long tongues|
flowers to sip nectar. Hummingbirds use their long, thin beaks to rea
flowers, Pollen sticks to their beaks and feathers. Bats fly at night anf

After pollination, seeds begin to grow. Some seeds form inside fru|
strawberries, pumpkins, or apples. Other seeds grow inside pods or s|
are made, they can fall to the ground and grow into new plants. This|
spread and grow in many places.

plants for animals to live in.

We can help pollinators by planting flowers in our yards or schooll
leave out water for bees and butterflies. We can also choose not to 4

Pollinators may be small, but they help the world in a big way!

Name

spreading pollen. Many arf | special powers that help people feel better when they're sick. For many
important job. These animl | yeqrs, people used plants to heal the body and fight disease.

evenbats also help with pf | park. These were used to treat pain, fevers, and more. Over time,
Bees visit flowers to dril | scientists studied these plants to learn how they worked.

next flower, some pollen r willow tree. Its bark was

the new flower become pq | ysed to stop pain. Scientists
also carry pollen as they ff | ¢,nq) the part of the bark
that helps and made a pill
called aspirin. Another plant
open in the dark. They also drink nectar and carry pollen called foxglove is used to
make medicine that helps
people with heart disease.

search for healing plants in

Pollinators are very important for the Earth. Without them, we wol jungles, forests, and fields.
of the fruits, vegetables, or flowers we enjoy. We would also have fet When they find one, they test it in labs to see if it is safe and helpful. Then
they turn it into pills or liquid medicine.

plants are picked and cleaned before being made into medicine.

secrets. Maybe one day, a new plant will grow a cure!

QPThe D)) ) reen D)
- ‘) ) UNDERLINE THE ANSWERS IN THE TEXT.

PLANT & ANIMAL LIFE CYCLES A

Plants: Nature’s Best Medicine

Plants are more than just food and pretty flowers. Some plants have

Long ago, people made teas, pastes, and oils from leaves, roots, and

One useful plant is the

Today, scientists still

Foxglove can be used to moke heort medicine.

Some medicines still come from farms that grow special plants. These

Nature helps people every day, and the plant world still holds many

Why is pollination Which animals are How do bees
h’nlmpopftani? pollinators? carry pollen? < BK red D)) C )}( blue > < M( preen )E ()!CﬁrangeD )

Where do scientists What is a medicine How did people
look fo find hedling  that comes from the prez?ge:gggolrne';hey use planfs long

How are plants

plants? willow tree? medicine? ago?
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PLANT & ANIMAL LIFE CYCLES

Teamwork: Partners in the Wild

Meerkats are small desert animals known for their teamwork. They live in
groups called mobs, which are like families. These mobs work together to
survive the harsh desert.

Each mob is led by a dominant pair—the mother and father. They are the
only ones who have babies. The rest of the mob helps raise the pups. Some
meerkats stay behind to babuysit while others go foraging for food. When they
find food, they bring it back to share with the young meerkats.

While some search for food, one
meerkat takes on a very important
job: the sentry. This meerkat climbs
to a high point and watches for
predators, like hawks, snakes, or
jackals. If the sentry sees something
scary, it calls out a warning. Right
away, the whole mob rushes back
to the safety of their den.

Mobs don’t just defend

themselves from predators—they
also protect their territory from
other meerkat mobs. If another group tries to take their land, they fight to
defend it. Territory is very important because it helps the mob find food and
places to dig burrows.

Meerkat mobs work together to survive in the desert.

Even though meerkats can be tough, they also show kindness to each
other. They groom one another by cleaning fur and removing bugs or dirt.
This helps them stay clean and build strong friendships.

Meerkats are small, but their teamwork helps them survive the dangers of
desert life.

Meerkats are small desert animals that live in
groups called mobs. These groups are like close
families. Meerkats use teamwork to stay safe, find
food, and care for their young

Every mob is led by a pair of meerkats, usually the

mother and father. These leaders are the only ones

who have babies. The rest of the group

helps take care of the

pups. Some meerkats

watch the pups while

others go out to find food.

They even bring food

back for the babies. -
meerkat pup

When the mob searches for food, one meerkat
acts as the sentry. The sentry stands on a high rock
or hill and watches for danger.

If a predator like a hawk or snake comes, the sentry
gives a loud call to warn the others. Everyone
quickly runs back to the safety of their den.

Meerkats don't just team up to protect
themselves from animals. They also defend their
territory from other meerkat mobs. Sometimes they
fight to keep their land safe. This land is important
because it helps them find food and shelter.

Word Bank

Use context clues to help you write the meaning.

teritory

groom

sentry

pups

Highlight and write the answers from the text.

[El' Who leads the meerkat mob?

ERLINE THE ANSWERS IN THE TEXT.

Who leads the What job does the How do meerkats Why do meerkats ‘ ) PR [l Jr What job does the sentry do?
meerkat mob? sentry do? help take care of groom edch meerkat senry wotching for danger
pups? other?

Even though meerkats can be fierce, they are
also caring. They groom each other by picking dirt - _ How do meerkats help take care of
‘ 2
and bugs out of each other’s fur. Grooming helps @ee3) 7 pups?
them bond and stay close.

© Linda Kamp Al rights reserved

Meerkats are a perfect example of how working
together helps animals survive.




STANDARDS-BASED QUESTIONS

REINFORCE SCIENCE CONTENT
BUILD READING SKILLS
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p__ Plants: Nature’s Best Medicine
@ Plants do many things. They give us food, shade, and fresh air. But did

e T e i Learning Targefts & Standards Addressed

PLANTS & ANIMALS @ il which plants could help with an upset
uld make tea from the leaves or crush the
today, many medicines still come from
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WORD MEANINGS/CONTEXT CLUES

rline the word bark in the text. Explain what this wor
| bark Explal hi d
Unde!

6.

g, what nonfict

Each passage and reader addresses a combination of the following learning
targets:

ASK AND ANSWER QUESTIONS RI.2.2

Ask and answer questions such as who. what, where, when, why, and ow to
demonstrate understanding of key details in text.

MAINTOPIC RI.2.2

Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text, as well as focus on specific

Foxglove can be used to moke heart medicine. paragraphs within the text.
Fch for healing plants in jungles, forests, and
part of the plant and test it in labs to make it TEXTFEATURES RI.2.5

b mix it with other things. Then they make it Know and use a variety of text features to locate key facts or information in a

text efficiently.
e are used in labs, and others grow on farms

ple all over the world still use plant medicine WORD MEANINGS RI.2.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrasesin a text relevantto a grade 2
topic or subject area.

TEXT PURPOSE RI.2.6

Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the authorwants to answer,

) QPiramo)) ) Comne))

How are plants

medi How did people i i
pedicine "“5’,?2‘1‘3 553.23 o'hey oy p‘an@ Ior:‘g explain, or describe.
?
free? medicine? 999, READ AND COMPREHEND RI.2.10
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|

Read and comprehend informational text, including history/social studies,
science, and technical texts, in the grades 2-3 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
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Teamwork: Partners in the Wild

Meerkats are small desert animals known for their teamwork. They live in
groups called mobs, which are like families. These mobs work together to
survive the harsh desert.

Each mob is led by a dominant pair—the mother and father. They are the
only ones who have babies. The rest of the mob helps raise the pups. Some
meerkats stay behind to babysit while others go foraging for food. When they|
find food, they bring it back to share with the young meerkats.

Nome PLANT & ANIMAL LIFE CYCLES &

Carried Away: How Seeds Travel

Have you ever seen o dandelion puff blowing in the wind? That puff is made of
tiny seeds, and each one is ready to grow into a new plant. Plants cannot walk, so
their seeds must find other ways to move, or travel, to new places. This helps plants
grow in many different spots.

Some seeds use the wind. These seeds are light and have
special parts that let them float. Dondelion seeds have soft,
white fluff. The wind catches them and carries them far away.
Maple seeds spin like lttle helicopters. They fall and spin until
they land in a new place.

‘While some search for food, one
meerkat takes on a very important
job: the sentry. This meerkat climbs
to o high point and watches for
predators, like hawks, snakes, or
jackals. If the sentry sees something
scary, it calls out a warning. Right
away, the whole mob rushes back
to the safety of their den.

Mobs don't just defend
themselves from predators—they

I ieerkat mobs work fogether 1o survrse n the desert.
also protect their territory from

athy
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Animal Pollinators: Seed Spreadersinthe Sky .
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Pollination is a process that helps plont
moves from one flower to another. Pollen
flowers. When pollination takes place, the
bl itics Plants cannot move, 5o they need help
spreoding pollen. Many onimals help with this
important job. These animals ore colled
pollinators. Bees are some of the best d
polinators. Butterflies, hummingbirds, an
even bats also help with pollination.

Bees visit flowers to drink nectar, a sweet
liquid inside flowers. As they do, pollen snc:\s
to their fuzzy bodies. When they move lDIl e
next flower, some pollen rubs off. This herfls
the new flower become pollinated. Butterflies
also carry pollen as they fly from flower to
flower. Their long tongues reach into the
e their long, thin beaks to reach dee: "::rs e
flowers. Pollen sticks to their beaks ond feathers. Bats“ﬂg at night and visit flo
open in the dork. They also drink nector and carry pollen.
ow. Some seeds form m:zaoi’vz;z‘::% N
nts. This Is how plants

Poltnotor diagrorm
flowers to sip nectar. Hummingbirds us
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After poliination, seeds begin
strawbernes, pumpkins, or apples. Other seeds grow inside
e mode, they can fallto the ground ond grow into new p
spread and grow in many places.

Pollinators are very important for the Eartl
of the fruits, vegetables, or flowers we enjoy
plants for animals to live in

We can help pollinators
leave out water for bees an :
nators may be small, but they help the world in o big way

h. Without them, we would not have many
We would also have fewer trees and

s or school gardens. We can

r yord:
by planting flowers in our Y e not to use harmful sprays

d butterflies. We can olso choos

Polli

Sauirres corry secdl
Other seeds use water. These seeds float, like little boats. A coconut seed can float
ocross the ocean! It finds a new beach and starts growing there.

Animals help too. Some seeds have prickly hooks. These hooks can stick to animal
fur. They attach like tiny burrs. When the animal walks, it carries the seed with it.
Later, the seed falls off in a new place.

Some cnimals eat fruit with seeds inside. After eating, the animal walks away.
Then it drops the seeds in Its poop. This might sound gross, but it helps plants! The
seeds land in rich soil and start to grow.

Even people help. Seeds can
stick to our clothes or shoes. We
walk and move the seeds without
even knowing it
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Plants: Nature’s Best Medicine
Plants are more than
special powers that help
years, people used plant:

just food and pretty flows
people feel better wh
s to heal the body an

ers. Some plants have
en they're sick. For many
” d fight disease.
©Ng ago, people made teqs,

» pastes, and
bark. These were used 1o treat pain, fevers, o[;“

. s from leaves, roots, and
Scientists studied these plants to learn how the

d more. Over time,
Y worked.

One usefuyl plantis the
willow tree. Its bark was
used to stop pain. Scientists
found the part of the bark
that helps and made a pill
called aspirin, Another plant
called foxglove is used to
make medicine that helps
people with heart disease.

Today, scientists still
_secrch for healing plants in
jungles, forests, and fiergs Ferglons cun be ured ta moke heort medicing
When they find one, they
they turn itinto pills or lig

test it in lobs to see if i
vid medicine.

Some medicines still coy
plants are picked and cle

itis safe and helpful. Then
me from farms that

s grow special plants, Th
aned before being made into medicine. e

every day, and the plant world
3 still h
), O new plant wii| grow a cure! ol oy

Nature helps people
secrets, Maybe one day,
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